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ON'T miss meeting “Father and the Boys” You'll find the opportu-
D nity at the Empive Theatre, where William H. Crane is having the

l;n"L of his life in by far the best play George Ade has writtep since
*“The College Widow."

This time Mr. Ade has turned the tables, and it is “the old man’ who gets the
better of “‘the young folks,” And) iUy s lIEVREY
good fun In fact, it is the best fien In tcwn, It Is as funny as an Ade fable.
The author had no occasion to sall away and get his criticisms by wireless. All

fnstead of t'other way round

the onions in Barmuda could not bring tears to his eves over the fate of “Fathor |

and the Boys' for it is settled for a long run. You can't keep 8 good laugh

down.

There is no blow that almost kilis *‘fatier,” though Mr. Crane vields for a
moment to the temptation to comedlana and makes & small bid for
sympathy when ‘‘the boys' leave him alone In the office, one answering the
ooliege cry of football, the other tagging after an ‘‘Important matron." Lemuel
Morewood has taken his two sons into his wool brokerage business, but they
are not working partners. Work doesn’t interest them. One puts on the gloves
with “Tuck'' Bartholomew, the other puts on society alrs and |s ready to serve
tea to all comers., They are terribly bored when father announces that he has
at last succeeded in forming a nice new trust for them. When a breezy young
woman comes in to see the soclety youth ‘‘on business,’ the humble parent says:

“That's his desk. Go over there and make yourself a cup of tea."

But Bessie Brayton hasn't come for tea. She is a ‘coon singer,” and she
wants to get Into soclety for $0 a night. 8he explains that she does ‘'stunts,”
and adds that she {s from Nevaila.

“Why did you come to New York?' he {nquires.

“If you had seen the other place yov wouldn't ask,"” {s her answer,

The next evening, when the boys give a dinnar party at the house. and father
sneaks out of the back door to get momething to eat at a restaurant, Bessie is
there to “‘oblige.™ The old man finally gets tired of being told he is seven miles
behind the procession, and that his sons will not ba interested in him unless he
gets interested in what they are doing, and gelng upstairs he arrays himself in
all the glory of a ‘‘dress sult.'” Then he comes down and plays roulette with
such recklessness that the boys drop out. Bessis, whose ‘‘father wrote the game,
and gave her a blve chip every time she went to Sunday School,’ stands by and
tells him how to piay. He breaks the ‘bank,” kept by a man-about-town,
who has been breaking the boys right along, and them takes Besrle out to a
gtlded restaurant to ‘blow’ hils winnings, she assuring him that this s the
proper course lo pursue. He drops hir milk dlet and Mr. Ade's so-called comedy
€alls head over heeals into farce.

The fun keeps up, but it runs a trifls lJame at a race course where the boys
meo father as a full-fledged ‘“sport.” The winner in this act 4s Mr. Dan Collyax,
who acts as the ol man's betting commissioner with an enthuslasm that knows
no NMmit. If Miss Lilllan Russeil sver sees Mr, Colyer in this scene ahe will
probadly engage him as her leading man at any salary he may be pleased to
name. Your heart goes out to “Tuck’ when the old man turns a deaf ear to “a
®ood thing * and runs off to Nevada with Bessle to save her gold mine from the
wicked man-about-town, who e trying a new game. This may sound shocking
for the Empire, but it's purely platonic, rest assured, and Peesle is delivered mafe
futo the arme of an old-time hover whom she hadl mourned as married to s squaw
in Alaska

The boys come after father and agres to marry and settle down to business
if he will give up ©ils 'wild life. That's the Orane of 3. You sse it all, but the
boys don't. Father has done everything for tham--but while he was at it he
might have sent them to a schodl of acting.

Surprising as it may smem, Miss Margaret Dale displays a breexy sense of
bhumor as Beasie, and gives a clever performance. But it is hard work for her
to keep her Weatern accent from taking sudden trips to the East.

Mr, Orane !s better than ever. He has broken many of his former bad habits.
e no longer amacks his Hps over what he has o say, and for once he lets you

J CHARLES DARNTON.
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The Lone Shot That
Brought Down a Mad-
dened Buffalo and
saved a Baby’s I ife.

aaa
WASN fourteen when I became a
l “pony express’ rider. 1 had one

or two adventures in that pursuit
| ¢ hich MAY Prove luteresting to read
They were certainly interesting enough
10 me at the time. The job was worth
$126 » month and meant ceascless dan-
gar,

The pony express service was started
by my old employers, Russell, Majors
& Wadde!l ecarly in 1868, It had taken
stage coaches three weeks or more to
go from the Missourli River to Sacra-
mento, By means of relay stations my
employars made it possible for mails,
telegrams, &c., to be ocarried that dis-
tance on the backs of swift ponjes in
from eight to ten days. The route
chosen is now traversed by the Unilon
Pacific tracks. But in those days much
of it was almost trackless wilderness,
swarming with Indians and highway-
men. In 1881 the pony express ser-
vice was killed by the telegraph. But
for a year or wo it flourished mightily.

At thhe start the mall pack would be
thrown over a pony's saddle, The rider
would mount and nide at top speed to
the first relay wstation. There a

back the mall pouch would be hastily
thrown. Then oft again and so on till
the «"relief” rider would snatch the
poudh and dash off with.it sSos the naxt

fresh pony would be waiting on whose | gtation,

|
I gasak., and Toklo, the output of these

%
\ lap of the long race, The relays were
ific miles opart Forty=five miles
[ vach way at {n speed  over rough
' ouniry was my daily “stunt.’’ Not an
18y jobh for a fourteen-vear-old boy.
l)‘.»x( I stuck to it in spite of achinx
| res and a tired head
| Far the first three months T had no

mishaps. I began to think the talk of
danger was all bosh. Then, as 1 was
walloping around a curve on a hiliside
trall one day, 1 rode flush up to a
levelled pistol. The man behind it told
3 throw up my hands. 1 obeyed
There is no use argulng with a loaded
pistol. Frontiersmen in those days shot
to kill.

Tha road agent dismounted and
walked up to me to take my saddlebags
I tried to look scared and
He lowerdl his revolver as he reached
for the bags. Just then I whirled my
pony around. The little horse's plunge
knocked the man off his feet, and u
stray Kkick from one of the iron-shod
hoofs grazed the fellow's head knock-
Ing him senseless,

I dismounted and tied the unconscious
road agent with my belt and handker-
chief. Then I holsted him onto his own
horse and towed him along to the re-
lay statlon. It was the first time—-and
only time but one—1 was ever late on
one of my trips. Both times 1 escaped
a call down.

Here {8 the veasop for my second de-
ay:

One day I galloped up to a relay sta-
tion and found no relief pony waiting
for me. Not a soul was in sight. But
I heard men yeMing and shooting down
by the corral back of the station. I
Jumped oft, rifle In one hand, and
twenty pound mall-pouches in the other
and made for the trees that hid the
corral from the trail. I thought from
the nolse that there must be ar 'ndlan
rald there at the very least

I reached the little clearing above the
corral in time to see a gigantic buftalo
‘bull charge through a bunch of cattle
'and rush on toward the dooryard of the
Four or five men were yelling
at the top of their lungs and dlasing

e to

| away at hlm with guns and nrnh‘ns.i

But if any of the shols reached the
brute they only served to.madden .bim

harmless, |
|

to mobillze great armies of four or

body o

saw,

) vl
had caught

all the more It was no business of There in the dooryard, playing with a
mine, so | stood there laughing at thelr | big wooden doll, sat a little girl, per

excitement But all at once | stopped | haps three yvears old. She wore a little
lnughing and turned sick at what [ red cloak, and the bright bit of color |

the mad buffale’'s attentlon
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]_gm._..o‘\ Do you-think he ool upon affecHon de mey -

one-fourth as far from New York as of llons.

~S oF THE PLAINS

| By Buffalo Bill

(William F. Cody .)
o $ o

Down at the unconsclous playing baby | give myself time to think what mmust
harged that great, furious brute  ‘The | happen if [ should miss. It weas one of
men saw her perdl just when 1 did and | those times when a man must not miss,

| they fired wildly and came forward at Just then the bady looked up and
a dead run. But they weres too far | saw the murderous brute. She clappsd
AWAY. both hands and gave a squeal of de-
A woman ran screaming out of the|l [ight. She probably thought the beast
ise and rushed toward the child, She | was some new sort of playmate
had no weapon of any kind and prob- As she called out I fired,
ah'y cauldn't have used one If she had The buffalo's legs seemed to tuck
had it But suppose  mother-love | themselves up under him. Tre Impetus
mude her forget the horrible peril and | of his rush carried hlm along the
want to dis with her little girl,  Women | zround a full ten feet. and he came to
Aare gsometimes braver, [ think, than we | a stop with his head not six Inches
Especially where thelr ehildren | from the little girl's knee.
concerned Then, after the men had pounded ms

The buffalo was not fiftesn vards away | 20 the baek till I was sore, the child

from tho (ol wiien T BrovshE ray st ! t":-l ln.\lr'-v-] on l(‘\."'.'w.' me. How n
valthy fourte: ear-old  boy does
ingtinetdvely to my shoulder. I wouldn’'t loathe to be kissed!
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Betty Vincent’s Advice
on Courtship ana Marriage §
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They Love Their Cousins. ' ek (& EeadrieaaR. Sl 1

lul..‘.

Dear Hotty ink the young man reganrds you as
K are sisters over twentyv-one and n frlend merels There {8 no reason
aro with our second | why ou  should give him up, even
cousins. 'Mhey wish to marry ua. | though he doey not love you
Our parents do not object. ls there | M. M.
any harmn \n marrying a second cousin? | a""\) t’lC an YOU L0b6¢
M S Deur Batty:

There {8 no harm {n marrying a sec- [ | KNOW twoe young men, One I ses
ond cousin, It {s legally parmitted in | often, the other sn!dom. The one [
New York State Ben alten gets angrv when | sapauk

! my other f nd [ love the one {
Mere/y a F"&c‘ﬂd. | she saldom ho hus glven me every
| rens to balleva hea carss for me i
Dear Be Wi not Jdaa te!l him of my love.
4 1 golng with a young man 'y ioh e of the two shall I take?
* three vears, but as »’»I no A% A
ne ¢ ¥ 1 mads ¢ ) )
ngas nt 15 x)u i i L€ The man vou 1 o s the one to
ror ! \ 2 uc ar h coms Lo \
Lot n very much, and he & N 5 ., marry Liv not tell nlme you love hlin

Ty » me, but has never spoken of inless he asks for your love, for If ho

marriage. I know he goes with other ypes that ypu are loo edger for ml‘
4 - i
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